
Is an optimal regulatory approach possible?

If available, proceed to 

regulate through the 

traditional approach

Policy/Ministerial decision to regulate

If the new 

regulation 

is to be 

altered, 

repeat 

process.

Experiment at a small 

scale level.  Evaluate 

effects of regulation and 

consider adopting 

nationally or regionally.

Maintain status quo or, if  

regulation necessary, proceed 

with available information 

(small scale experimentation 

may nevertheless be put in 

place concurrently).

Maximise learning opportunities through 

organic feedback and formal evaluation.

Do we have enough information, expertise, and 

understanding of risk?

If not, consider whether experimentation 

is appropriate

Is there enough time to test the regulation?  Are small 

scale structures available?  Are there evaluation 

mechanisms in place?  Is it the relevant area one in 

which experimentation is appropriate?

No Yes

Experimentation and Regulation (Diagram 1) 


